DO WE HELP TO PROTECT WATER RESOURCES OR DO WE WASTE THEM?

Students investigation and experiments concerning the water use in their homes.

TASK 1

Observe and note down how water is used in your house. Note down not only such obvious uses of water as washing clothes or washing the dishes but attend also to smaller things, like,e.g. using water to defrost meat or to rinse fruit and vegetables, etc. Think also about how water is utilized around the house, e.g. for washing a car, watering the lawn, etc.
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TASK 2 

Observ, ask family members and answer the questions. Carry out the experiments.

1. Do we try to limit the water use in our house? Do we take it into consideration at all.
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2. Do we take a bath or a shower?
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3. Do we have a low flow showerheads?
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4. Do we have water flow restrictor in our taps? 
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5. Are there any taps dripping in our house?
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6. Is the washing maschin full before being run?
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7. If we have a dishwasher, is it full before being run?

....................................

8. How are the dishes washed? Are they washed with the water running? When we rinse the dishes, 

   is the water runnig heavily?
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9. Brushing teeth – is the water running while we do it?
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10. Do we happen to use the toilet as a ‘waste bin’, throwing things like insects or tissues into it and 

      then flashing the toilet?

...................................................................................
11. Do we wash the car ourselves or do we take it to a carwash? 

...................................................................
12. If we wash a car by ourselves, do we rinse it with the use of a hose or a bucket?

...................................................................

13. How about watering the plants and the lawn in the yard: at what time of a day do we do it, do we 

     take into the consideration the amount of water used at all? 
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14. Do we recycle water in any way? (e.g. the water which was used to rinse the friut is reused for 

     watering the plants in our house, or the rainwater for watering the lawn).
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TASK 3

OUR IDEAS FOR CONSERVING WATER.

After you finish the observations and experiments, think about steps that you and your family may undertake to limit the water use in your house (they don’t have to be big things, remember: ‘Little drops make an ocean’). Write them all down.

WHAT I AM GOING TO DO
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WHAT WE ARE GOING TO DO.
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KEEP IN MIND. If you take a shower instead of a bath, you use even 2/3 water less.





KEEP IN MIND. When you install a low flow showerhead, you may use half water less.





KEEP IN MIND.When you have a flow restrictor intalled in you tap, it may seem that the water flow is very strong, but in fact there is less water and more air in it.  In that way you may limit the water use up to 30-40%.





CARRY OUT AN EXPERIMENT. Take a one-litre container and place it under a dripping tap to see and count how much water we waste in an hour...and how much is it a day?





CARRY OUT AN EXPERIMENT. Check how much water is wasted when you brush your teeth with the water running, and then how much when you do the same with the water turned off when not needed.





KEEP IN MIND. To wash a car yourself with the use of a hose you need about 400 litres of water. Washing a car in an ordinary carwash – 150 litres. When you take your car to a carwash that recycles water, only 10 to 50 litres water is used.








